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[A full-page ad titled, "If We Don't Address the Issue of Global Ecology, We Won't Have to Worry
About the Other Issues," by President Carlos Salinas de Gortari, appeared in the 05/30/90 issue
of the New York Times. The text is reproduced below.] June 5, 1990 is a proud day for Mexico.
On that day the Mexican government plays host to United Nations' World Environment Day,
the purpose of which is to send forth a clear message: LET US BUILD A BETTER PLANET FOR
CHILDREN. A NEW CRUSADE It had its beginnings in 1972 with the establishment of the first
"Conference Of The United Nations On The Environment, held in Stockholm. Its purpose then
was to monitor changes in the environment worldwide, and engender proper environmental
practices. The people and Government of Mexico take pride in supporting what came to be known
as "The Declaration Of Stockholm," a key component of which called for declaring the 5th of June
World Environment Day. AN OPTIMISTIC FOCUS World Environment Day will start with a
commemorative ceremony in the Palace of Fine Arts with a keynote address by the President of
Mexico. Emphasis will be on achievement already realized in terms of scientific, technological and
social contributions to such problems as acid rain, decertification, loss of species, contamination
of the oceans, and atmospheric changes. The point will be made to the world that Mexico stands
as a nation for the principle that a healthy environment is essential for the common future of
humanity, with particular stress on the quality of life our children will inherit. ENVIRONMENTAL
PARTNERSHIP The World Environment Day Honor Committee includes UN Secretary General
Javier Perez de Cuellar, President George Bush of the United States, Prime Minister Brian Mulroney
of Canada, President Rafael Angel Calderon Fournier of Costa Rica, President Mikhail Gorbachev
of the Soviet Union, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher of the United Kingdom and many other
world leaders. Sponsors include offices of government, international and domestic environmental
organizations and enterprises, youth groups and members of the artistic and cultural community.
These organizations will host forums to discuss local, national and world environmental problems.
TREES MEAN LIFE Trees consume carbon dioxide emitted by coal-fired power plants and other
sources. And carbon dioxide is a major factor in global warming. That's why, on World Environment
Day, a minimum of five million trees will be planted throughout Mexico as many as possible
planted by children. At the same time a reforestation telethon will be broadcast live via satellite
and by radio around the world. COUNTDOWN TO THE MILLENNIUM Now, in the twilight
of the 20th century, is a time to re-establish our commitment to the earth and embark on a new
decade of environmentalism as we count down toward the year 2000. CAPSULE OF HOPE A time
capsule containing personal messages of hope for the next generation will be buried during closing
ceremonies. The capsule, designed by Mexico's leading architect, will be sealed until June 5, 2000.
World Environment Day will serve as a symbol of international ecological solidarity by bringing
together representative groups who will draft a letter to all the peoples of the world with concrete
recommendations for safeguarding the planet. This event also provides an opportunity to break
away from our dependence on fossil fuels and start encouraging an international energy policy that
supports alternative energy sources and reduces the threat of contamination. Initially your children
may not know how successful World Environment Day was. But eventually, they'll find out for
themselves.
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